
Minutes for VMA Election Committee Meeting 
August 22, 2017, 8:00 pm 
 
In attendance: 
Marty Langelan, Lauren Biel, Diane Everts, Doug Snyder, Jesse Tampio  
 
Observers:  
Council member:  Susan Fattig 
Village staff:  Matt Trollinger 
 
 
Meeting came to order at 8 pm. 
 
To orient the new committee, Marty reviewed the history of the Election Committee, with a 
strong emphasis on transparency and integrity as core values. 
 
Introductions of all committee members. 
 
Reviewed packet of materials including the relevant Charter sections; the VMA Election 
Ordinance; the March and April 2017 Election Committee articles in the VMA newsletter, 
which answered election questions from neighbors and reported on the 2017 nominations 
hoax; and the written summaries of the 2016 and 2017 election results. 
 
Discussed options for calendar for 2018 election, including the possibility of May 10th as 
the 2018 Election Day. 
 
Regarding other deadlines, discussed possible options that would differ from 2017. Marty 
and Matt shared that more time might be desirable between Nominations and Election Day 
(from a logistics perspective).  Reviewed language of Charter to ensure that longer 
deadlines would meet Charter requirements.  Agreed to take question up with Council 
counsel. 
 
Overview of some of the questions the Committee might consider in the coming months:  
e.g., should Conflict of Interest & Candidates’ Statements be required by deadline for 
nominations; should we continue to permit nominations of other people.  Agreed to discuss 
more in-depth at later meetings. 
 
Discussion of the VMA tradition of publicly announcing election results at the Annual 
Meeting.  Some members expressed a concern that this practice does not promote village 
cohesion, and also places pressure on vote counters, who should be able to conduct vote 
counting in a calm and unpressured manner.  Other members noted that the tradition of 
holding the election and announcing results that night might have historically helped to 
draw better attendance at the Annual Meeting. 
 



Committee voted unanimously to recommend to Council that announcement of election 
results be made by email and not in person, going forward, as part of the Committee’s overall 
recommendations for the logistics of the 2018 election. 
 
Formal vote on Committee roles: 
Marty Langelan unanimously voted in as Committee Chair. 
Lauren Biel unanimously voted in as Committee Vice-Chair. 
Diane Everts unanimously voted in as Sunshine Representative (Open Meetings). 
 
All Committee members agreed to support on Committee tasks. 
 
Discussion and review of the scale of the voter rolls in Martin’s Additions. 
 
Discussion of last year’s election and some possible areas where protocols might be put in 
place (e.g., only using pens at voting station; stronger parameters about candidates’ 
materials). 
 
Agreement that Committee will take the coming months to consider three levels of 
recommendations to ensure a fair, clean, efficient and positive election process: 
 

(1) Adjustments to logistics within existing rules;  
(2) Adjustments requiring changes to ordinance;  
(3) Adjustments requiring Charter changes (to be shared with the Council for their 

consideration and process). 
 
Agreement to review the 2015 VMA neighborhood survey on the elections process to 
ensure that we are considering all data as we make recommendations. 
 
Discussion on how information flows between Election Committee and Council. 
 
Next meeting set for 8 pm on September 27. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:25 pm. 
 
Formal votes: 
 
Committee voted unanimously to recommend to Council that announcement of election 
results be made by email and not in person, going forward, as part of the Committee’s overall 
recommendations for the logistics of the 2018 election. 
 
Marty Langelan unanimously voted in as Committee Chair. 
Lauren Biel unanimously voted in as Committee Vice-Chair. 
Diane Everts unanimously voted in as Sunshine Representative (Open Meetings). 
 


